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AGAINST 


Sir 


Thomas Armſtrong, 


In His Majefties Court of Kings-Bench, at aur, 5p upon an Outlawry for High-Treaſon, O87 Aszallo 
an Account of what paſſed at his Executionat T5b#y», the 20th: of Jane 1684: Together with the Pa- 
per he delivered to the Sheriffs of London at the ſame time and place. 


De Term. S.S. Trio. Anno Regni-Regis Carol- IT, xxxvl. Dle Sabbarl, 14. Junii An, Dom. 1684. B. R. 


Dominus Kex verſns Thom. 


'T "His day Sir Thomas Armſtrong was brought to 
the Bar of the Court of Kings-Ber.ch ar Weſt- 


»:inſfler, by vertueof a Writ of habeas Corpus direQt- 
ed tothe Keeper ofthe Gozl of Newgate; which writ 
was on his Majeſties behalf moved tor, on 1kurſday 
laſt by Mr. Attorney General. 

The rerurn of the writ was read by the Clerk of 
the Crowngby which it appeared he was inthe Cu- 


ſtody of the Keeper of Newcate,by a Warrant from 


the honourable Sidney Gode:phin, Eſq; one of his 
Majeſtics Principal Secretaries of Statez which war- 
rant followeth 7» hec terba. 


Sidney Godolphin, F ſq. one of kis Majeftzes m ſt 

Honcarable Privy Council, andprincipal Secretary 

| of State, 

FJ Heſe are in his Majeſtics Name to Authorize 
and Require you to receive into your Cu- 
ftody from on Board his Majeſties Yatch the Catha- 
rine, Captain Davis Commander, the Perſon of Sir 
Thomas Zrmſirong Knight , Outlawed for High- 
Treafon,and bim ſafely to keep in his Majeſties Pri- 
ſon of Newgate, till his Majcſties pleaſurebe farther 
known, And for fo doing this ſhall be your war- 
rant, Given under my Hayd and Seal at Whitehal 
this 10th day of Jane 1684. In the 36th, Year of 


his Majcſties Retpn, 
k hy $, Godolphin, 


To Captain Richardſon Keeper of his Majejties 
Prion of Newgate. : 
Lord Chiefe Juſtice, Hat would you have,Mr. 
| Attorney ? 
Mr. Art. 6. Have you the Outlawry there ? 
Cl: of the Cr: Yes, Sir, here it is - 
+ Mr. Att G.That which | humbly pray,my Lord, is 
an award ofExecution for the King againſt Sir The- 
ms Armſtrong, upon the Outlawry. | 
£. Ch, Fiſt. Firſt we muſt File this Return. 
Mr, Av.G, I pray it way be Filed. 
L. Ch, Fuſe Letitbe Filed : Now whatdo you 
deſire Mr. Attorney ? 
Mr, As. 6G. My Lord , I pray an Award of Exe- 
cution upon the-Outlawry. 
 £.Ch. Fuſt. Arraign him upon the Outlawry. 
Cl. of Cr. Thomas drmſtrong , hold up thy hand. 


by thename of Thomas Armſtrong of London,Knight, 
of High-Treaſon, for Conſpiring againſt the King's 
' Majeſties Life, and the Government : For not ap- 
| prringeo Plead and Try that Indi&tment by due 

s of Law ifſued againſt thee z upon that In- 
ditment, thou ſtandeſt Outlawed, and thereby At- 
tainted of the ſame High-Treaſon. What haſt thou 
to ſay for thy ſelf why Excution ſhould not be A- 
warded aganf thee upon that Attainder according 
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Armſtrong. Mil. 


Sir Thomas Armfiong. My Lord, 1 was beyond 
Sea at the time of the Outlawry ; I beg Lmay be ' 
Tried. 

L. Ch. J»ſ#. That is not material at all to us -'we 
have here a Recordof an Outlawry againft you, Sir 
1tLomas, 

Sir. Th.” Armſiong. 1 deſire to be put upon my 
Trial, my Lord. 

EL, Ch. Juſt. We cannot allow any ſuch thing, we 
have nothing todoupon this Record before us but 
to Award Execution. Captain Richardfon, which are 
your. uſual days of Execution ? ” 
, Capt. Richardſon. Wedneſdays and Fridays, My 

ord. 

Mrs. Matthews, Here is'a Statute, my Lord, 

L.Ch.J«ft, What is the matter with that Gentlewg- 
man ? — "FN 

Sir. Th. Armſtrong. Hold your torigue. My Lord 
there is a Stature made mn the 6th. year of Edidard 
the 6th. which | defire may be read. 

L.Ch.J. To what purpoſe would you have it read, 
Sir Thomas ? | 

Sir T: Arm#rene. I: giveth the Priſoner, or Per- 
ſon Outlawed for High-Treaſon a years timeto re- 
verſe the Outlawry, if he were beyond Sea. I de- 
ſire itmay be Read, : 

L: Ch. Juſt: Ay let it be Read. Where is it; do 
you ſay ? "8 

Sr T: Armſtrong, it isin the ſixth year of Edward 
the Sixth, 

Mrs: Matt: Here 1s a Copy of it---ſhewing 4 Pe- 
er. 

L:Ch: J: Why? how now, we door ufe tohave 
Women plead in the Court of Kirg1-Beneh ; pray 
be at quiet, Miſtreſs. 

Sir T. Armitrong, pray ho!d your Totigue. My 
Lord, I could not come to alleadge this before, be- 
cauſe I haye beena cloſe priſoner, and ne budy per- 
mitted to come at me, I deſire Connce! to be al- 
figned me at this Bar. . 

E: Ch:Juft: For what, Sir Thomas 

Sir T: Armſirong: To argue whether this Out- 
lawry ought not to be reverted. 

L: Ch: J#it: Read the Stature he deſires, 

Mr: A#t: G: Ay letitbe Read. Sir Thomas will not 
find it to his purpoſe. | 

Cl: of the Cr: VVhat Chapter is it 2 

I: Ch: Juſt: You may ealily find it about Out- 
Tawries for preaſe. 

Cl: of the Cy: Reads. Provided always, and be it 
Enafled by the authortty afore[aid that if the Pariy--- 

Mr. Ait: G: Read the Clauſe before that, Sir Samael 
C: of the C: reads. And that all Proceſs of Outlawry here» 

after iobe made and had within this Realm, againſt any 
Offenders inTreaſon being Bepens or 1nhabitant ont of 
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the Limits of this Realn,orin any the Parts beyond the 
Sea,at the time of the Outlawry pronounced againſt them, 
ſhal be as go81 and effetual in the Law to all intents and 
purpoſes, as if any ſuch Offenders had been Reſident and 
Dw«lling withinihis Realm at the time of ſuch Proceſs 
awarded and Outlawry pronounced, 
L. Ch.. Juſt, read on the next Paragraph, 
C1. of Cr, reads, Provided a'w+iy 414 iert enaGed by 
the /uthoxity aforeſaid, That if the Party ſo hereafier 
to he Outlawed, ſai within one Tear next after the ſaid 
Ontliwry proncuced, or judgment given upon the ſaid 
Ontlawry jield hin;ſelf untotLe Chief Juſtice of England 


for the time bring.und off-r to Traverſe the Indidment 


or Appeal whey. p01 th, / aid Ontlawry [hall be pronoun- | 


ced as 18 aforiſaid : That then ke ſhall be received 10 


the ſaid 1 raverſe, ard being thereupon fonnd not Guil- : 


ty by the Perdift of Twilve Men he ſhall le clearly ac- 
quitt. d and dj charged of the ſaid Ontlawry, and of ail 
Penait.es and Forfeiinres ly reaſon of the ſame, in as 
large and ample manner and form as IÞuugh PT, ſuch 
Ontlarry had been made, any thing herem contamed 
fo the Contrary in any wiſe notniihſtunding, 

Mr. Atr. Cer, Sir Thomas, | luppoſe, now will 
ſhew he Yielded himſelt to your Lordſhip, 

L. Ch, J»ſt. This is the fi1(t time [ haye ſeen Sir 
T homas, 

Sir T, Armſt. My Lord Thave been a Priſoner. and 
' the Year is not yet out , I now render my felt. 
Mr. Att. Gen, Before he went outof Erg/ard he 


might have rendred himſelf, and been Tricd, it he © 


pleaſed. 7 
Sir. T. Armft. | am within the benefit of the Sta- 
tute, I conceive, my Lord. | ; 
L.Ch. Jeff. Werhink otherwiſe, Sir Thomas. 


Sir T, Armſt. | think, my Lord, the Statute 1s 


plain in the Caſe. | | 

L, Ch. Juſt. We are ofarother Opiniogthen you 
are; it doth not reach your Caſe. 7 

Sir T. Armſt. The Year is not out, and therefore 
I come time «<nough now; and herel 
the benefitof this Act. | 

L: Ch: Ju#: Sir Themas,you ſhould have rendred 
your ſelf to me. 

Sit T., Armſ.I do it now my Lord, and the year 
1s not yet out. | | 

L: Ch: Juſt : V Vecannot take noticeof thatz we 
have nothing but the Outlawry, and you did nor 
render your ſelt according to that aft, but are brought 
as a Priſoner before us now. 

Sir Y. Armſt: My Lord, I beg I may have Coun- 
ſel to plead for me 1n this Caſe, 

L: Ch: Jufi: For what reaſons, VVe areofopint- 
" on it is not a matter of any doubt : For you muſt 
nut go under the apprehenſion that we deny you 
any thing that is Rightz thereis no doubtnor dit. 
ficulty ar all in the thing. ; 
Sir T : Armſt: Methinks, my Lord, the Statute is 

Jain. | | 

L: Ch:Ju#: Soit is very plain that you can have no 
advantage by .it. Cap: Kichardſon, you ſhall have a 
Rule for execution on-Friday next. | 

Stt T: Armſt: 1 would only take notice of one 
thing, my Lord, may I ſpea« ? 

L: Ck: Tuft: Ay Sir Thomas, very freely what you 
pleaſe. | 
Sir T:Ar:Alittie while ago there was one 1n this 
place had the bencht of a Trial offered him, it he 


2} ) 


upon you, 


am, and dcfire 


would accept of itz that is the thing I deſiret& 7, 
and I thank God, my Caſe is quite another thing 
than his, Iknow r - own innocence , and I deſire 
to make it appear by a Trail. 

L. Ch, Juit.. Sir T. Armſtrong,you may go away 


with what Opinion you pleaſe of your own Inno- 


cency: but you are here Attainted by Outlawry, 
That which was done to him you ſpeak of,was the 
Grace and Mercy of the King, and he may if he 
pleaſe extend the ſame grace and favour to you; but 
thatis not our buſineſs : We are ſatisfied that accor. 
ding to'Law we muſt award Execution upon this 
Outlawry. 

Mrs. Matthews. My Lord, Thope vou will not 
Murder my Father 3 this is murdering a Man. 

L. Ch. juit, Who is this Woman? Marſhal,take 
her into Cuſtody. Why, How now £ Becauſe your 
Relation.is Attainted for High Treaſon , muſt you 
take upon you to tax the Courts of Juſtice for Mur- 
der, when we grant the Execution according to 
Law 2 Take her away. 

Mrs. Matthews, God Almighty's Judgments light 


L. Ch. F»fs, God Almighty's Judgments will 
light upou thoſe that are gu ley of High Treaſon, 

Mrs. Natihrws, Amen, | pray God, 

L. Ch.'j:#, Solay I. Bur Clamours never pre- 
vail upon me ar all; I thank God I am clamour 
provt, and wi'l never fear to do my Duty. 

[ Then ſhe was carried away, | 
Vir. Att, Gen, My Lord, 1 would only acquaint 


- you with one thing in relerence to what Sir Tho- 
- Ars ſtrong has ſaid « The King did indulge Holloway, 


tai .he. ſpeaks of, is true, ſo far as to offer him a 

Tri-l, and his Majeſty perhaps might have ſome rea- 

ſon for-it, bur the Priſgner de{ervesno ſort of Indul. 

gence or Mercy from the King. Forit has appear- 

ed by the Evidence that has been given of this late 

. Horrid Conſpiracy, that after the Diſappointment 
that was given by the Providenceof God, by the 

Fire at New-Market,to the meeting at the Rze, the 

Gentleman was one of the Perſons that attually en- 

gaged to' go on upon the Kings haſty coming to 
Town then, and todeſtroy him by the way as he 
came to Town, And this appears upon a full and 
clear evidence, as poſitively teſtified as any thing 
can be, And when he was taken beyond Sea, Let- 
ters of Communication with Forreign Miniſters and 
other People were taken about him, andwill be--- 
L.Ch. Juff. We arenot to meddle atall with the 


Evidence, Mr. Attorney ; that is not our bufineſs; 


here is an Omlawry,upon this Qutlawry he is At- 
tainted,we have nothing moreto dogbut to do the 


Duty of the Court updathis Record before us, to 


Award Executionupon thatAttainder,and we muſt 


| | a aRule forir. If the King will be pleaſed to do 


or Sir 1 ho. Armſtrong what he did tor Holloway, 
andindulge him a Tryal ,and wave th* Out-lawry, 
with all our hearts. We are not diſpoſers of his 
Grace ana Favour, but the Miniſters of his Juſtice. 


' If the King will pardon tim, he may; thar is nor 


our buſineſs; bur all we have to do. upon what is 
before us, is toconſider the Record , and what the 
Priſoner ſays againſt var awarding of Execution. 
We have Conſidered wherher this be a Yielding 
within the Proviſo of this Statute, and we think it 
not, nor can be, by any means. 

Str, 


—— — Pr Iggy” R—, 


I wss Outlawed whilel was beyond Sea, and Icome 
now near within the Twelve Month. This is a'l I 
know, or have to ſay inchis Matter. 
L:Ch:Fuſt:Wethinkquite the Contrary,SirThomas. 
SirT-Armſt; When 1 was before the Council,my 
Lord, they ordered that I ſhould have Counſel al- 
lorted me , but I could have no benefk by that 
Order , for when 1 was taken, I was ro>bad of all 
the money I had, and have not Þal one Penny re. 
reſtored to me, nor any money ſin-e, I know nor 
whether the Law allows perſcn;inmy Conlition 
ro be robbed and ſtripped. 
L, Ch. J»#t. 1 know nothing at all of that matrer, 
Sir Thomas. | 
Sir T. Armſi, My Lori, I know Lawyers will 
not plead without money, and being r.bbcd I could 
not have w! erewithal-ro Fee them. 
L, Ch Juſt, Sir Thomas Arm'rong, you take the 
Liberty of ſaying what you pleaſe; you talk of be- 


ing robbed, no body has rcbbed you that 1 know - 


of. * 

Sir T, Armſt, No body ſays you do know of it, 
but ſoitis, . 

L., Ch. jJuit, Nay be as angry as you wall, Sir 
Thomas, we are not concerned at your Anger. We 
will undoubtedly do our Duty. : 

Sir T: Armſt:-I ought to have the benefit of the 
Law, and I demand no more. 

L: Ch: Fuſi: That you ſhall have by the grace of 
' God ſee that Execution be done on Priday next 


according to Law, You ſhall have the full benefit - 
. of the Law; 


Then the Priſoner was carried backto Newgate,and 
afterwards upon a Petition the Comrt ordered Mrs: 
Matthews to bereleaſed out of Cuſtody without Fees, 


An Account of what paſſed at the Place of Execu- 
tion. 


Li 
SirT, Arm. M R: Sheriff, do you purpoſe to ask 
| | me any Queſtions ? 


o 


El 


* $h: Deniel. No Sir ; you haveleave to ſay what 
you pleaſe, and ſhall notbe interrupted unleſs you 
upbraid the Government, 


Sir T: Arm. Sir I thank you : Butl ſhall not ſay 


. any thing by way of Spcech to the People, Pray 


take this Paper, which contains my Mind ; and I 
defire no other perſon may ask me any Queſtion. 
] defireyou to make Way for Dr: Tenniſon. 
(Which was done, and then they went together 
intothe Cart.) 

Sir T: Zrmſ: Mr: Sheriff, | have given you a Pa- 
per, and that will ſet forth my Mind 3 that is all I 
have to ſay, 

Turning to Dr, Temniſen, he ſaid, Sir, I deſire 
you to pray with me, 

Dr, Tenniſen's Prayer, 
Lmighty God, with whom do live the Spirits 
" Kof juſt men made perfeR, after they are delive- 
red trom their earthly Priſons , we humbly com- 
mend the.Soul of this thy Servant into thy Hands, 
as into the Hands of a Taithful Cxeator, and moſt 
merciful Saviour, beſeeching thee it may be preci- 


ous in thy ſight, Waſh ir, and Sandtifie it by the 


Blood of the Immaculate Lamb, that taketh away 
the ſins of the World, that whatſoever defilements 
' it may have contraRted,in this miſerable, ſinful and 


z£ 


Sc T: Arif: My Lord, Tam within the Statute, 


XV World,through the luſts ofthe fleth, or the 
wiles of Satan,being purged and done away, it miy 
be preſented pure and ſpotleſs before thee, And 
now,O Holy and moſt Merciful-Saviourgthou moſt 
bleſſed Judge Eternal,ſuffer him not, ſutter himnot 
at his laſt Hour, for any Pains ot Death to full from 
thee, Support him by the aſlſiftance ot thy Spirit 
in all agonies of Soul and Body at his Inſt Moments 
andteachus by this,and all other SpeQacles of Mor 
tality, to number our Dyys, and to:apply our 
Hearts to that Holy and Heavenly Wiſdom whillt 
we live here, which may bring us hereafter to ever-, 
laſting Life, through Jeſus Chriſtour Lord, 
Our Father, 8c, | NW: 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of God 


the Father, and the tellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be . 


with us, and ina particular manner, with this.thy 
Servant, now mm the minute of Death, and in the 
Day of Judgement, Amer, Amen. Come Lord Je- 
ſ\us, come quickly, IH Ld 

Now Sir, commend your ſelf ro God: by your 
private Devotions, make your ſelt ready, and then 
let that be the laſt thing you do. 


Sir T. Armſt.Sir,l hope in God my Sins are pardon- 


ed, and I doPray for it heartilys I forgive the whole 
World all offences they have commited againſt me. 
Dr. Termiſon.l pray Gd ſhew Mercy toyou, as 
you expre(s Charity to them. | ae 
Then Sir Thomas kneel'd down and Prayed, and 
afterwads thanked Dr. Tenniſon for his great Care 
and Pains with him. ; h 
And then he turned to his Servant, and deſired 
to be remembred to his Wife and Children. 


The Paper he delivered to the Sheriff:,' 


I Thank Almighty God, though I have had but 
a ſhort timeallowed me, I find my ft prep r'd 
for Death,and my thoughts ſet on another World, 
and truſt in God,well weaned from putting my heart 
of this; yet 1 cannot but give ſo much of my httie 
timetoſer down in Writting my Anſwers to ſome 
Calumnics raiſed fince my cloſe Imp. iſonment, as 
well as what Mr. Attorney accus'd meof at the Bar: 


I was told a veryGreatPerſon {iycs,} was a Spy of 


Cromwel's, I have been ſent from England by the 
beſt and conſidgrableſt Friends the King had then 
with Bills of Fxchange for His Mzjeſties Ule , an] 
Lettersof yery great Importance to Als Mary en 
at Bruxels, 1 appealto His Majeſty , if I dclive 'd 
them not fafe to Him, and His anfwerstoo wie 
[ returned ; Which Thad not been above fix Dee 
but I was clapt up Ten weeks a cloſe Priſoner int 
Gete-houſe, and in no ſm1ll hazard of my life for 
that Journey, Beforethis tim?, I had been a whole 


Year at leaſt in Lembeth-hcuſea Priſoner,and after ' 


both theſe times a Priſoner in the Tower, whenthe 
Uſw per Died, and near Starving in every One of 
them: Verily ill Treatments for aSpy and Penfto- 
ner, My Lord of Oxford, and many others of Qua* 
lity will, 7think, teſtifie my 7an>Cency in this 
point, I proteſt before God [was never a Spy to 
Cromwel , or any other Man. 

On Satyrday laſt I was brought to the Kings+ 
Bench Bar on an Outlawry of hy Treaſon, | was 
asked what | had to {ay tormy elf, that Judge- 


ment of Death ſhould not paſs; { was beyond - | 
Seas when the Outlawry came out , I wp wht a i. 


H 
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Writ ofError to Reverſe it the Law allowed, I 
prayed I might be alloweda Tryalfor my Lite ac- 
cordingto the Laws of the Land , I urg'd the Sta- 
tute of kdward the 61h: which was expreſly for it, 
it being withio the twelve Months allowed by that 
Starure: It figoified nothing, I was with an un- 
ordinary Rceughneſs Condemned, and macea Pre, 
fident, tho' Mr, Holloway a lictle before had it of- 
fred him 3 1cannot bue think all the World will 
conclude my Caſe very different; elſe why refu- 
me £ : 

Mr. Attorney ſaid, I was arcuſcd for being one of 
thoſe that was to Kill.che King as he came frem 
N:wearketafter the Fire, 1 take Gcd toWigneſs I 
never had any Defign,nor ever had ſuch a T hought 
to take away the King's, Life; neither ever had any 
man the Impudence to propoſe ſo Barbarous and 
Baſe a thing tome; neither was I everin any Defign 
to alter the Government of England : What I am 
Accaſed of more, 1 know no otherwiſe than by Re- 
ports and Prints, which I take to be uncertainz So 
| that it cannot reaſonably be expeCted I ſhould make 
particular Anſwers; If I had been Tryecd I could 

hoy proved my Lord Howard's Baſe RefleQions on 
 metobea Notorious Falſhood : For I know there 
 txatleaſt TenGeatlemen, beſides all the Servants of 
the Houſe, can teſtifie I Dined therethat day. 


(4) | | p 


] have Le pes" Dieof the Reforwed Re- 
ligion , A True and Singere Proteſtant, and ip 
the Communign of the Church oe Exgland. and [ 
heartily wiſh I had more ſtridtly. lived up to the Re+ 
ligion which believed, andI bye found the great 
comfort of the Love -and Mexcy 'of. God, in and 
through my Bleſſed Redeemer, inwhaqm Ionlyzruſt, 
and I do verily hope, that I amgoingto partake of 
that fulneſs of Joy which 1s1n HisDr lence,the hopes 
whereof doth infinitly pleaſe me. 

I thank God, I haveno repining at my heart, for 
the condition my fins have moſt deſervedly hrought 
upon me; I have deſerved much worſeat the hands 
of God, ſothat I cheerfully ſubmit to this Puniſh- 
ment, as being taken off but aſmalltime ſooner. 

I do freely forgive allthe World,even thoſe con- 
cernedin takingaway my Life, As for the Sentence 
of Death paſt upon me, I cannotbutthink a very 
bard one,being,l think, denied the Laws of theLand. 

To conclude,asI nevcr had any Deſign againſt the 
King's Life,or the Life of any man, ſol never wasia . 
a Deſign to alter the Monarchy. © - | 

I Diein charity with all the World, and therefore 
I heartily pray God to Bleſs the Church of Chriſt 
every where, theſe pdor Nations, the Kings Majeſty; 
and I heartily commend my. Soul, to Gods Infinite 
Mercy, through my Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chrift. 
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Re-pritited at Edinbwigh, byuhe Heir of Andrew Andean Printer to His molt Sacred Majeſty, 1684. | 
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